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or whether, as another story goes, she was at first disenchanted by his unromantic appearance and drew back, matters little.* In either case, according to Balzac's letter to his sister written on his return to Paris, they exchanged their first kiss under the shade of a great oak in the Val de Travers, and swore to wait for each other; and he speaks rapturously of Madame Hanska's beautiful black hair, of her fine dark skin and her pretty little hands. He mentions, too, her colossal riches, though these do not of course count beside her personal charms; but the remark is characteristic, and Balzac's pride and exultation are very apparentt At last he has found his " grande dame," endowed with youth, beauty and riches, one who would not be ashamed to live with him in a garret, and yet would, by her birth, be able to hold her own in the most exclusive society in the world.
He is specially pleased, too, that he has succeeded in charming Madame Hanska's husband, to whom he was apparently introduced at once, though we do not know by what means. Certainly M. de Hanski appears to have felt a warm liking for the great writer, who charmed him and made him laugh by his amusing talk, kept his blue devils at bay, sent him. first copies of his books,
* ee Un Roman d'Amour/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Loven-joul, p. 75.
f I have seen in M. de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul's collection, the autograph of the whole of this letter as quoted in the ff Roman (T Amour,"